Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

large quantities began to come to this coun-
try* At first they were chiefly for barbed

wire, shell and a h r a p n e 1 bars, Later they
assumed almost every form in which steel Is
sold as either finished or semi-finished mate-
rial.

At this p o i n t it  may be well to digress

from the subject to state that at the beginning
of the war its magnitude and probable dura-
tion were grasped by very few people, either
in Europe or America. The Kaiser had fixed
its duration at six months, and even those
best informed could not conceive of a conflict
that would involve twenty-six nations and
last for more than four years, Lord Kitchener
was almost alone in his belief that three years
would be required to defeat Germany. Neither
was the war recognised at first in its true light.
Americans generally were inclined to regard
It as merely a recurrence of the jealous quarrels
that had prevailed from time to time among
European nations, and were alow to concede
that this country had any interest in the out-
come. As time went on, however, and the
methods deliberately adopted by Germany to
win, together with the purpose her leaders had